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DIVINE REVELATION: 
 God Seeking Us & the 
Compass for our Lives

I N T R O D U C T I O N
Today, when people think about God,  they often envision an 
LPSHUVRQDO�IRUFH�³RXW�WKHUH´ħD�*RG�ZKR�H[LVWV��ZKR�PDGH�WKH�XQLYHUVH�
DQG�ZKR�PD\�HYHQ�EH�D�JRRG�*RG��EXW�QRW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LQWHUDFWV�LQ�
WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�LV�SHUVRQDOO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��&KULVWLDQV��KRZHYHU��
EHOLHYH�LQ�D�SHUVRQDO�*RGħD�*RG�ZKR�ORYHV�XV��KDV�D�SODQ�IRU�RXU�OLYHV��
DQG�ZDQWV�D�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�XV��+H�ORYHV�XV�VR�PXFK�WKDW�KH�
DFWXDOO\�VHHNV�XV�RXW�DQG�PDNHV�KLPVHOI�NQRZQ�WR�XV�

THIS  SESSION WILL  COVER:
• Divine Revelation: why and how God reveals himself to us 

• -HVXV�DV�WKH�IXOÀ� OOPHQW�RI�*RG·V�UHYHODWLRQ�

• The transmission of Divine Revelation through Sacred 
Scripture and Sacred Tradition 

• The Magisterium as the authoritative interpreter of 
Scripture and Tradition 

Cover Photo Credit, Photo Credit: Delivering the keys of the kingdom to Saint Peter / Scala / Art Resource, NY 
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OPENING  PRAYER
)DWKHU�LQ�+HDYHQ��
*LYH�XV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�\RXU�JUDFH
WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�DOZD\V�ZDON�
LQ�WKH�ZD\�\RX�KDYH�UHYHDOHG�
WKURXJK�\RXU�6RQ��-HVXV�&KULVW�
)UHH�XV�IURP�WKH�GDUNQHVV�RI�RXU�RZQ�GHVLUHV
DQG�EULQJ�XV�LQWR�WKH�OLJKW�RI�\RXU�WUXWK�
)RUP�RXU�OLYHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�ZLOO�
PROG�RXU�KHDUWV�E\�\RXU�ORYH�
$QG�JUDQW�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�DOZD\V�
EH�RSHQ�DQG�UHFHSWLYH
WR�WKH�JXLGDQFH�RI�\RXU�&KXUFK�
:H�DVN�WKLV�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�2QH�ZKR�KDV�
SURPLVHG�WR�EH�ZLWK�XV�DOZD\V�
QRZ�DQG�IRUHYHU���$PHQ�

“God seeks us where we are, not so that we stay there, but so that we may come to be 
where He is, so that we may get beyond ourselves.” � � ���ħ3RSH�%HQHGLFW�;9,

DISCUSSION  QUESTIONS
��� :KDW�LV�LQFRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKLV�OLQH�RI�UHDVRQLQJ��³7KHUH�LV�D�*RG��

*RG�LV�ORYH��EXW�ZH�FDQ¶W�NQRZ�ZLWK�FRQ¿�GHQFH�ZKR�*RG�LV�DQG�ZKDW�
KLV�ZLOO�LV�IRU�XV´"

��� :K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�&KXUFK�IURP�HDUOLHVW�WLPHV�FKRVH�WR�XVH�WKH�ZRUG�
UHYHODWLRQ��RU�XQYHLOLQJ��WR�GHVFULEH�KRZ�*RG�KDV�FRPPXQLFDWHG�WR�XV"

��� ,Q�WKH�YLGHR��WKH�SUHVHQWHU�XVHG�WKH�LPDJHU\�RI�D�WKUHHĥOHJJHG�VWRRO
WR�GHVFULEH�KRZ�'LYLQH�5HYHODWLRQ�LV�KDQGHG�RQ��:KDW�DUH�WKH�WKUHH
³OHJV´�RI�WKH�VWRRO"

Photo Credit: Mary praying © Bogdan Vasilescu/Shutterstock.com



18

Session  2 divine revelation

CALL TO  CONVERSION
$IWHU�VSHQGLQJ�D�IHZ�PRPHQWV�LQ�SUD\HU��ZULWH�GRZQ�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�DQG�UHÁ�HFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�
following questions:

#1 -HVXV�VDLG��“I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me” Ī-RKQ�����ī���'R�,�UHDOO\�DFFHSW�-HVXV¶V�UHYHODWLRQ�DV�
WKH�VWDQGDUG�RI�WUXWK�IRU�P\�OLIH��RU�GR�,�WHQG�WR�PDNH�XS�P\�RZQ�
PRUDO�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�WUXWK"�'R�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-HVXV�
&KULVW�PHDVXUHV�P\�OLIH��RU�GR�,�YLHZ�P\VHOI�DV�PHDVXULQJ�KLP��
SLFNLQJ�DQG�FKRRVLQJ�ZKDW�,�ZDQW�WR�DFFHSW�IURP�&KULVW¶V�WHDFKLQJV��
DQG�VHWWLQJ�DVLGH�ZKDW�,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�IROORZ"�

#2 :KDW�FDQ�,�GR�WKLV�ZHHN�WR�DOORZ�*RG¶V�UHYHODWLRQ�WR�JXLGH�PH�PRUH�
LQ�P\�OLIHħLQ�P\�PRUDO�GHFLVLRQV��LQ�P\�SUD\HU��LQ�P\�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
DQG�LQ�ZKDW�,�FRQVLGHU�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�OLIH"�+RZ�FDQ�,�HQWUXVW�P\�
OLIH�PRUH�WR�-HVXV�DQG�IROORZ�*RG¶V�ZD\V�PRUH"
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#3 5HÀ�HFW�RQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXRWH�DERXW�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�IURP�*HRUJH�:HLJHO��ELRJUDSKHU�RI�3RSH�6W��-RKQ�
3DXO�,,��

“The Catholic Church believes that the truths it has been given by 
Christ free us as well as bind us. They are liberating truths. To accept 
the Church’s teaching as authoritative and binding is only a ‘restriction’ 
on my freedom if I imagine freedom to be an unbridled exercise of my 
imagination and will. (And in that case, I have chained myself to my 
own willfulness.) If freedom has something to do with learning what is 
genuinely good, for myself and for others, then the truth about what is 
good for me and others isn’t a restriction. It’s a means of liberation” 
(from The Courage to be Catholic). 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�TXRWH��KRZ�FDQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�
&KXUFK�EH�D�PHDQV�RI�IUHHGRP�IRU�P\�OLIH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VRPHWKLQJ�
UHVWULFWLYH�WKDW�OLPLWV�P\�IUHHGRP"

CLOSING  PRAYER

7HDFK�PH��2�/ORD��
WKH�ZD\�RI�WK\�VWDWXWHV��
$QG�,�ZLOO�NHHS�LW�WR�WKH�HQG�
*LYH�PH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WKDW�,�PD\�NHHS�WK\�ODZ
$QG�REVHUYH�LW�ZLWK�P\�ZKROH�KHDUW�
/HDG�PH�LQ�WKH�SDWK�RI�WK\�FRPPDQGPHQWV��
)RU�,�GHOLJKW�LQ�LW«
+RZ�VZHHW�DUH�WK\�ZRUGV�WR�P\�WDVWH�
6ZHHWHU�WKDQ�KRQH\�WR�P\�PRXWK�
7KURXJK�WK\�SUHFHSWV�,�JHW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ«
7K\�ZRUG�LV�D�ODPS�WR�P\�IHHW�DQG�D�OLJKW�WR�P\�SDWK� 
� � � � � ħ3VDOP�������Ħ�������Ħ���

Photo Credit: Passion of Christ © Vibrant Image Studio/Shutterstock.com
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SCRIPTURE VERSE  FOR THE WEEK
+HUH�LV�D�YHUVH�IURP�WKH�%LEOH�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�PHPRUL]H�DQG�UHÁ�HFW�
RQ�WKLV�ZHHN�WR�KHOS�\RX�DSSO\�WRGD\·V�VHVVLRQ�WR�\RXU�GDLO\�OLIH�

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.”  � � � �ħ3VDOP��������

do you want to know more about how 
god reveals himself?
TO ENRICH YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH, VISIT FORMED.org 
:KHUH�\RX¶OO�¿�QG�KHOSIXO�YLGHRV��DXGLR�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��DQG�HERRNV�IURP�WKH�
PRVW�WUXVWZRUWK\�SUHVHQWHUV�LQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�ZRUOG��

For Further Reading:
)RU�PRUH�LQĥGHSWK�UHDGLQJ�DERXW�'LYLQH�5HYHODWLRQ��VHH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
Catechism�SDVVDJHV�

• Revelation and the Plan of Salvation: CCC 50–53
• How God has revealed himself in the Old Testament: CCC 54–64
• Jesus, the fullness of Revelation: CCC 65–73
• How this Revelation is handed on to us: CCC 74
• Apostolic Tradition and Authority: CCC 75–79
• The Magisterium CCC 84–95

Other Resources:

• United States Catholic Catechism for Adults,  Chapters 2 and 3
• The Bible Compass  by Dr. Edward Sri

  For additional information on Apostolic and Authority, see the 
following Scripture passages: 

•  Matthew 10:1–6, 10, 40
•  Matthew 16:18–22
•  2 Thessalonians 2:15
•  1 Corinthians 11:23–24
•  1 Corinthians 15:3–5


