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FEAST OF THE
EXALTATION OF THE 
HOLY CROSS

5:30 PM 
CATHEDRAL ENSEMBLE



The Introductory Rites

Introit Exaltation of the Cross: Cf. Galatians 6:14; 

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you,
because by your cross you have redeemed the world.

Copyright ©2006, 2008 Ken Macek. Used with permission.

Nos autem gloriari oportet, in cruce Domini nostri Iesu Christi: 
in quo est salus, vita, et resurrectio nostra: 

per quem salvati, et liberati sumus.



Penitential Act
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking your chest, say:
through my fault, 
through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

Then ontinue:
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you,  my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: 	
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

People: Amen.
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy
 or 
Kyrie eleison
Christe eleison
Kyrie eleison



Gloria from The Mass of St. Ann

[continued on following page]



Gloria from The Mass of St. Ann [continued]



Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9

With their patience worn out by 
the journey, the people complained 
against God and Moses, “Why have 
you brought us up from Egypt to die 
in this desert, where there is no food 
or water? We are disgusted with this 
wretched food!”

In punishment the LORD sent among 
the people saraph serpents, which bit 
the people so that many of them died. 
Then the people came to Moses and 

said, “We have sinned in complaining 
against the LORD and you. Pray the 
LORD to take the serpents from us.” 
So Moses prayed for the people, and 
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a 
saraph and mount it on a pole, and 
if any who have been bitten look at 
it, they will live.” Moses accordingly 
made a bronze serpent and mounted it 
on a pole, and whenever anyone who 
had been bitten by a serpent looked at 
the bronze serpent, he lived.

Psalm 78

Hearken, my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable,
I will utter mysteries from of old.

While he slew them they sought him
and inquired after God again,
Remembering that God was their rock
and the Most High God, their redeemer..



But they flattered him with their mouths
and lied to him with their tongues,
Though their hearts were not steadfast toward him,
nor were they faithful to his covenant.

But he, being merciful, forgave their sin
and destroyed them not;
Often he turned back his anger
and let none of his wrath be roused.

Copyright © 2025, 1997 Ken Macek. All rights reserved.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11

Brothers and sisters:
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.
Rather, he emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
coming in human likeness;
and found human in appearance,
he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death,
even death on a cross.
Because of this, God greatly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.



Gospel: John 3:13-17

Homily

Gospel Acclamation

ALLELUIA!
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,

because by your Cross you have redeemed the world.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second 
typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, 
DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any 
means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
“No one has gone up to heaven
except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.



Symbol of Faith (Nicene Creed)
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

At the words that follow up to and including and became man, all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Universal Prayer



Liturgy of the Eucharist
Offertory Song: Tree of Glory (Sing my tongue)



Glory to God, Holy, holy, holy; Mystery of Faith;  Great Amen and Lamb of God from from Mass 
of Wisdom by Steven R. Janco. Text: from The Roman Missal, ©2010, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. Music: ©2010, World Library Publications. OneLicense.net A701934

Sanctus from Mass of Wisdom

Mysterium Fidei from Mass of Wisdom



Receiving Communion
We invite members of the Catholic Church to receive the Body and Blood of Holy 
Communion. For non-Catholic visitors and others not receiving Communion, 
we invite you to receive a blessing. Signal this to our ministers by crossing your 
arms over your chest when you reach the front of the line.

Sign of Peace

Agnus Dei from Mass of Wisdom

Glory to God, Holy, holy, holy; Mystery of Faith;  Great Amen and Lamb of God from from Mass 
of Wisdom by Steven R. Janco. Text: from The Roman Missal, ©2010, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. Music: ©2010, World Library Publications. OneLicense.net A701934

Great Amen from Mass of Wisdom



Communion

Jesus The Lord
Roc O'Connor

In Him we live, we move and have our being;  
In Him the Christ, in Him the King!
Jesus, the Lord.

Though Son, He did not cling to godliness; 
but emptied Himself, became a slave!
Jesus, the Lord.

He lived obediently His Father's will 
accepting His death, death on a tree!
Jesus, the Lord.

Copyright ©1981 Robert F. O’Connor, S.J. and New Dawn Music. OneLicense A7019034



P r a y e r s  a f T e r  c o m m u n I o n  

O Sacrament Most Holy

O Sacrament most Holy, 
O Sacrament Divine, 
All praise and all thanksgiving, 
Be every moment Thine! 

Memorare

Remember, O most  
gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known 
that anyone who fled  
to thy protection, 
implored thy help, 
or sought thy intercession, 
was left unaided. 
Inspired by this confidence 
I fly unto thee, 

O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. 
To thee do I come, 
before thee I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions, 
but in thy mercy hear  
and answer me. 
Amen.

O Sacrament Most Holy

O Sacrament most Holy, 
O Sacrament Divine, 
All praise and all thanksgiving, 

Be every moment Thine! 



Closing Procession: Sing with all the Saints in Glory
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